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Dear XIASians, 
Namaste ! :) 

READ THIS BEFORE YOU BEGIN 
These X-NOTES (BPSC Mains) are not designed to increase pages. They are designed to increase marks. 
The BPSC Mains Examination rewards clarity, relevance, analytical depth, and effective presentation, not 
information overload. Keeping this philosophy at the core, these notes have been prepared with a single objective: 
Maximum Marks • Minimum Time 
Every chapter has been carefully curated from the BPSC syllabus, Previous Year Questions, standard reference 
books, Bihar Government publications, Economic Surveys, official reports, and other authentic sources to 
ensure focused preparation. 
What Makes These Notes Different? 
Mains-Centric Coverage: Every topic is designed from an answer-writing perspective, helping you think and 
present like a successful BPSC candidate. 
Bihar-Focused Value Addition: Important state-specific schemes, governance initiatives, socio-economic issues, 
data, examples, and contemporary developments have been integrated throughout. 
Smart Visual Learning: Flowcharts, tables, diagrams, mind maps, and infographics simplify complex topics and 
make revision faster. 
PYQ-Driven Preparation: Years of Previous Year Question analysis have guided the selection and presentation of 
content. 
Revision-Friendly Structure: The content follows a logical sequence, enabling multiple revisions in limited time. 
Zero-Junk Policy: If a fact is unlikely to improve your score, it has been excluded. Every page is intended to add 
value. 
 
How to Use This Book 

• Revise repeatedly rather than collecting endless sources. 
• Convert dimensions into answer-writing frameworks. 
• Use examples, data, and case studies in your answers. 
• Integrate current affairs with the static content provided here. 
• Practice answer writing alongside revision. 

 
Remember 
Knowledge helps you attempt the paper. 
Analysis helps you clear the paper. 
Presentation helps you secure top ranks. 
 
 

We sincerely thank BPSC Rankers, subject experts, educators, and aspirants whose insights contributed to the 
development of these notes. We hope this book becomes a trusted companion in your journey towards success. 

 
Team X IAS 

Study Smart • Revise Smarter • Write Better 
Telegram: @X_IAS | Website: www.xias.in 

Feedback & Support: @BTSXIAS | 8287115435 
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GS 2 BPSC ANALYSIS AND SUBJECT DISTRIBUTION 

Overview: Subject-wise Summary 

Subject Questions % of Total Top Topic Top Topic Qs 

Indian Polity 66 36.3% Federalism & Centre-
State 

9 

Science & Technology 57 31.3% 
Health, Pandemic & 

COVID-19 
6 

Indian Economy 45 24.7% 
Industry & Minerals / 

Bihar's Economy 
6 each 

Indian Geography 14 7.7% Monsoon System & 
Climate 

6 

TOTAL 182 100% — — 

 

Subject Share (Proportional Bar) 

Subject Distribution Questions 

Indian Polity █████████████  66 66 

Science & Technology ███████████  57 57 

Indian Economy █████████  45 45 

Indian Geography ███  14 14 

 
 
  

SAMPLE



 

                                                                
 WWW.XIAS.IN                                                              CALL : 8287115435                                       Join Telegram: https://t.me/x_ias  
 

    X IAS  NOTES                                                                                                                                                        © X IAS               WWW.XIAS.IN 

1. Indian Polity: 66 Questions (36.3%) 

The largest section in BPSC GS2. Bihar-specific angles appear in nearly every topic: federalism, caste politics, the 
governor, and local self-government. 
 

Topic Questions % of Polity Priority 

Federalism & Centre-State Relations 9 13.6% HIGH 

Political Parties & Coalition Politics 7 10.6% HIGH 

Caste & Identity Politics 7 10.6% HIGH 

Preamble & Basic Structure Doctrine 5 7.6% HIGH 

JudiciaryJudicial Review & Activism 5 7.6% HIGH 

Parliament 4 6.1% MEDIUM 

Governor 4 6.1% MEDIUM 

Local Self-Government / Panchayati Raj 4 6.1% MEDIUM 

Fundamental Rights 3 4.5% MEDIUM 

Directive Principles (DPSP) 3 4.5% MEDIUM 

Election Commission & Elections 3 4.5% MEDIUM 

President & Prime Minister 2 3.0% LOW 

Secularism & Hindutva 2 3.0% LOW 

Regional Politics (Bihar-specific) 2 3.0% LOW 

Constitutional Amendment Process 1 1.5% LOW 

Reservation 1 1.5% LOW 

Article 370 & J&K 1 1.5% LOW 

Pressure Groups 1 1.5% LOW 

E-Governance 1 1.5% LOW 

Linguistic Identity 1 1.5% LOW 

TOTAL 66 100% — 

 

Key observations: Polity 

• Federalism (9 Qs) is the single highest-scoring topic; almost every exam has at least one question on 
Centre-State relations with a Bihar angle. 

• Political Parties & Coalition Politics and Caste & Identity Politics are jointly the second-most frequent, each 
with 7 questions. 

SAMPLE
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• Basic Structure Doctrine appears in 5 separate exams as a reliably recurring concept. 
• Governor questions are consistently Bihar-focused, making them especially important for state-level 

aspirants. 
• The bottom 7 topics (1 question each) can be treated as lower-priority unless time permits. 

 

2. Indian Geography: 14 Questions (7.7%) 
The smallest section, yet highly concentrated. Monsoon alone accounts for 43% of all Geography questions. 
Strategic preparation can yield high returns in minimal time. 
 

Topic Questions % of 
Geography Priority 

Monsoon System & Climate 6 42.9% HIGH 

Physical Geography & Physiographic Divisions 2 14.3% MEDIUM 

Population & Census 2 14.3% MEDIUM 

Agriculture-related Geography 2 14.3% MEDIUM 

Soils 1 7.1% LOW 

Natural Vegetation & Forests 1 7.1% LOW 

TOTAL 14 100% — 

 

3. Indian Economy: 45 Questions (24.7%) 

The third section. Bihar's economy is a dedicated sub-section with 6 questions as many as Industry & Minerals. 
Aspirants should treat the Bihar economy as a high-priority topic alongside national economic themes. 
 

Topic Questions 
% of 

Economy 
Priority 

Industry & Minerals 6 13.3% HIGH 

Bihar's Economy: Specific Issues 6 13.3% HIGH 

Agriculture Production, Productivity & Problems 5 11.1% HIGH 

Urbanisation & Infrastructure 4 8.9% HIGH 

Poverty Alleviation 3 6.7% MEDIUM 

Economic Planning & Development 3 6.7% MEDIUM 

Population & Demographic Dividend 3 6.7% MEDIUM 

Human Development 2 4.4% MEDIUM 

WTO & International Trade 2 4.4% MEDIUM SAMPLE
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Topic Questions 
% of 

Economy 
Priority 

Regional Planning & Development 2 4.4% MEDIUM 

Environment & Sustainable Development 2 4.4% MEDIUM 

Agricultural Marketing 1 2.2% LOW 

Food Security 1 2.2% LOW 

Employment & Skill Development 1 2.2% LOW 

MSMEs & Industrial Policy 1 2.2% LOW 

Subsidies 1 2.2% LOW 

Innovation & Entrepreneurship 1 2.2% LOW 

Blue Economy 1 2.2% LOW 

TOTAL 45 100% — 

 
4. Science & Technology: 57 Questions (31.3%) 
The second-largest section. Notably broad in scope, 20 distinct topics. Bihar-specific S&T questions (floods, energy, 
COVID) are a recurring pattern. 

 

Topic Questions % of S&T Priority 

Health, Pandemic & COVID-19 6 10.5% HIGH 

Space Research (ISRO) 5 8.8% HIGH 

Nuclear Energy 4 7.0% HIGH 

Renewable & Alternative Energy 4 7.0% HIGH 

Disaster Management: Floods & Drought (Bihar) 4 7.0% HIGH 

Environment, Pollution & Global Warming 4 7.0% HIGH 

IT, Computers & Software 4 7.0% HIGH 

Nanotechnology 3 5.3% MEDIUM 

Water Management & Scarcity 3 5.3% MEDIUM 

Technology & Social/Sustainable Development 3 5.3% MEDIUM 

Biotechnology 2 3.5% MEDIUM 

Cyber Security & Cyber Crime 2 3.5% MEDIUM 

Defence Technology 2 3.5% MEDIUM SAMPLE
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Topic Questions % of S&T Priority 

Make in India & Indigenisation 2 3.5% MEDIUM 

S&T in Agriculture & Food Preservation 2 3.5% MEDIUM 

Smart Cities 1 1.8% LOW 

DNA Fingerprinting & Forensic Science 1 1.8% LOW 

STEM Education 1 1.8% LOW 

S&TGeneral / Composite Questions 1 1.8% LOW 

TOTAL 57 100% — 

 

Key observations: Science & Technology 
• Seven topics tie at 4 questions each, the broadest cluster in any section. Prepare all seven for maximum 

coverage. 
• Disaster Management (Floods & Drought in Bihar) is unique in explicitly linking S&T to Bihar's geography; 

expect this pattern to continue. 
• Health & COVID-19 (6 Qs) tops the section; given recent global events, this trend is likely to persist in 

future exams. 
• Space Research has appeared consistently from 48th to 70th BPSCISRO milestones (Chandrayaan, 

Mangalyaan, Aditya) are high-value topics. 
 
  

SAMPLE
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PART 1: INDIAN POLITY 
1.  Indian Constitution 

Introduction 

The Constitution of India is the supreme law of the nation, serving as the foundational legal and political 
framework that shapes governance, preserves liberty, and drives structural social change across a diverse society. 

“The Constitution is not a mere lawyer's document, it is a vehicle of Life, and its spirit is always the 
spirit of Age.” — Dr B.R. Ambedkar 

Features 
• Lengthiest Written Constitution: It stands as the most detailed and comprehensive written constitution 

in the world, meticulously covering the powers of both the Centre and the States. 
• Synthesis of Parliamentary Sovereignty and Judicial Supremacy: It synthesises British parliamentary 

democracy with American judicial review, striking a balance between the two. 
• Blend of Rigidity and Flexibility: Certain provisions can be modified by a simple majority, while others 

require special legislative majorities and state ratifications. 
• Concurrence of Fundamental Rights and DPSPs: It guarantees fundamental human rights while 

simultaneously establishing non-justiciable directive principles for state governance. 
• Federal System with a Unitary Bias: It establishes a federal structure with strong centralising features, 

ensuring state integrity while safeguarding national security. 

Landmark Interpretative Cases 
• Berubari Union (1960): Initial textual review stating the Preamble is an illuminating guide but not an 

operational source of direct judicial power. 
• Kesavananda Bharati v. State of Kerala (1973): Declared constitutional supremacy over parliamentary 

amendment power, establishing absolute basic structure boundaries. 
• Minerva Mills v. Union of India (1980): Established that the harmonious balance between Part III 

(Fundamental Rights) and Part IV (DPSPs) is a core structural feature of the document. 

Criticism 

• Elephantine Size: Critics argue that the document contains an excessive amount of administrative detail, 
making it unnecessarily bulky and complex. 

• Lawyer's Paradise: The dense legal phrasing and specialized language make it difficult for lay citizens to 
comprehend, leading Sir Ivor Jennings to label it a 'lawyer's paradise'. 

• Carbon Copy of the 1935 Act: A significant portion of the structural text was directly adapted from the 
Government of India Act 1935, which critics claim reduced its original revolutionary spirit. 

• Un-Indian and West-Centric: Some early critics asserted that the document heavily mirrored Western 
political theories and failed to fully integrate traditional Indian social and political values. 

Counter-Criticism 

• Management of Vast Diversity: The extensive administrative detail was vital to accommodate India's 
deep geographic, cultural, and linguistic variations, effectively preventing constitutional friction between 
different communities. SAMPLE
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• Minimization of Structural Ambiguity: The inclusion of precise and detailed legal terminology minimizes 
structural ambiguities, reducing the potential for future institutional deadlocks or conflicting 
interpretations. 

• Provision of Institutional Stability: Adapting successful and familiar operational elements from the 
Government of India Act 1935 offered essential administrative continuity and stability during the 
tumultuous partition period. 

Contemporary Relevance 
• Federal Friction (2024-2026): Shifting fiscal allocations and the use of central agencies highlight the 

ongoing need to balance central authority with state autonomy. 
• Digital Constitutionalism: Expanding standard definitions of liberty to cover data privacy, algorithm 

bias, and digital access as inherent rights. 
• Socio-Political Shifts: The growing use of local caste surveys and targeted reservation updates tests the 

boundaries of equal opportunity models. 

Conclusion 

The endurance of the Indian Constitution over seven decades confirms its structural resilience, serving as an 
effective tool for social progress and national unity. 

“The Indian Constitution is first and foremost a social document, aiming to foster the goals of a social 
revolution.” — Granville Austin 

 
Bihar Perspective 

Bihar played a fundamental role in the creation of this landmark document. Dr. Sachchidanand Sinha from Bihar 
was chosen as the provisional President of the Constituent Assembly, followed by Dr. Rajendra Prasad, also from 
Bihar, who served as its permanent President, steering the historical drafting process. 

 

QUICK REVISION SHEET 

Category  Key Points / Analytical Pillars 
Key Articles Articles 1-51A, 368, Schedules 5, 6, 9, 11, 12 
Landmark Cases Berubari (1960), Kesavananda (1973), Minerva Mills (1980) 
Commissions Sarkaria Commission, Punchhi Commission, NCRWC (2002) 
Bihar Examples Dr. Sachchidanand Sinha, Dr. Rajendra Prasad, Kameshwar Singh Case 

Keywords Lex Supremum, Social Engineering, Living Document, Lawyer's Paradise 

 

  

SAMPLE
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1.1. Preamble 

Introduction 
The Preamble serves as an eloquent 
preface to the Constitution, encapsulating 
its foundational philosophy, the source of 
its legal authority, and the core values of 
the state. 

“The Preamble is the identity card 
of the Constitution.” — N.A. 
Palkhivala 

Keywords & Explanations 

• Sovereign: Implies that India 
possesses absolute independent 
authority, completely free from any external control or domestic override. 

• Socialist: Reflects a commitment to democratic socialism, aiming to eliminate poverty, social neglect, 
disease, and systemic inequality of opportunity. 

• Secular: Ensures that the state maintains strict neutrality toward all religions, granting equal protection 
and respect without establishing an official state religion. 

• Democratic: Indicates that the authority of the government is derived directly from the will of the people, 
exercised through regular, free, and fair elections. 

• Republic: Specifies that the head of state is an elected official rather than a hereditary monarch, and that 
all public offices remain accessible to every citizen. 

• Justice: Demands the active resolution of social, economic, and political inequalities to ensure a balanced, 
fair, and inclusive social order. 

• Liberty: Secures the freedom of thought, expression, belief, faith, and worship, allowing individuals to 
develop fully without arbitrary state restriction. 

• Equality: Guarantees the complete absence of special privileges for any class and ensures equal 
opportunities for all individuals. 

• Fraternity: Aims to foster an enduring spirit of brotherhood, explicitly assuring the dignity of the 
individual and the structural unity of the nation. 

Evolution of Legal Status via Judicial Precedents 

• In re Berubari Union (1960): Ruled that the Preamble is an illuminating guide to the minds of the makers 
but is not an operational part of the text and cannot grant independent powers. 

• Kesavananda Bharati v. State of Kerala (1973): Reversed Berubari, ruling the Preamble is an integral 
part of the text and can be amended, provided its basic structure values are preserved. 

• SR Bommai v. Union of India (1994): Declared that core Preamble values like Secularism, Federalism, 
and democracy are foundational pillars of the unalterable basic structure identity. 

Significance 

• Key to the Minds of the Makers: It acts as a conceptual key, helping readers understand the core intent, 
principles, and ultimate vision of the original framers. 

• Clarification of Sovereign Source: It confirms that ultimate political sovereignty and legal authority 
SAMPLE
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originate directly from 'We, the People of India.' 
• Beacon for Judicial Interpretation: The judiciary turns to the Preamble to clarify ambiguous 

constitutional text, using it to illuminate the true spirit of the law. 
• Articulation of Grand Vision: It sets high ethical goals for the state, ensuring that governance goes beyond 

administrative tasks to actively protect liberty and justice. 
• Benchmark for Public Evaluation: It provides a clear standard for citizens to evaluate whether 

government policies match the nation's foundational ideals. 

Contemporary Relevance 
• Defending Secularism: Ongoing debates over uniform civil codes and religious freedoms keep positive 

secularism at the center of public discourse. 
• Socio-Economic Inclusion: Shifting welfare strategies from basic aid to long-term financial empowerment 

aligns with the Preamble's focus on justice. 
• National Integrity: Balancing regional pride with national unity remains crucial for internal security and 

shared economic development. 

Conclusion 

The Preamble functions as the moral guide and philosophical compass of the nation, keeping governance aligned 
with the core ideals of democracy. 

“The Preamble is the horoscope of our sovereign democratic republic.” — K.M. Munshi 

Bihar Perspective 
The democratic and republican ideals detailed in the Preamble share historical roots with ancient Bihar, 
particularly the Lichchhavi Republic of Vaishali, which stands as one of the world's earliest examples of 
organized, representative self-governance. 

 
BPSC PYQ ANALYSIS 

• 42nd BPSC: Examine the justification and importance of the philosophy embodied in the Preamble of the 
Constituion of  India. 

• 45th BPSC: Evaluate the nature and importance of the Preamble of the Indian Constitution. 
• 64th BPSC: The Constituion of India, in its Preamble, Declares India to be a Socialist, Secular, 

Democratic, Republic. What constitutional provisions have been made to implement this fundamental 
act? 

• 69th BPSC: Explain how Preamble of the Indian Constitution provides a blueprint about the goals of the 
Constitution. 

QUICK REVISION SHEET 

Category Key Points / Analytical Pillars 
Key Source  Objective Resolution (1946), 42nd Amendment (1976) 
Landmark Cases Berubari (1960), Kesavananda (1973), SR Bommai (1994), LIC of India (1995) 

Core Value Sovereign, Socialist, Secular, Democratic, Republic 
Bihar Examples The Lichchhavi Republic of Vaishali as an early model of representative 

governance 
Keywords Ideological Compass, Non-Justiciable, Identity Card, Social Revolution 

 

SAMPLE
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1.2. Fundamental Rights 

Introduction 
Part III of the Constitution 
guarantees Fundamental Rights, 
establishing an essential legal shield 
that protects individual liberties 
from arbitrary executive actions and 
legislative overreach. 

“Article 32 is the very soul of 
the Constitution and the very 
heart of it.” — Dr B.R. 
Ambedkar 

Constitutional & Legal 
Framework 

• Right to Equality (Articles 14 to 18): Eliminates systemic privilege, ensures equal protection, and strictly 
prohibits arbitrary discrimination. 

• Right to Freedom (Articles 19 to 22): Guarantees core civil liberties, freedom of expression, and protects 
personal life and liberty under due process. 

• Against Exploitation (Articles 23 to 24): Prohibits human trafficking, forced labor, and child labor across 
all industrial and informal sectors. 

• Religious & Cultural Rights (Articles 25 to 30): Secures freedom of conscience, religious practice, and 
minority cultural-educational protections. 

• Constitutional Remedies (Article 32): Guarantees direct access to the Supreme Court to enforce civil 
rights via immediate writ issuance. 

Features 

• Direct Justiciability: Enforceable directly via Article 32 (Supreme Court) and Article 226 (High Courts), 
bypassing standard lower courts to protect basic freedoms.  

• Defended and guaranteed by Supreme Court 
• Qualified Liberties: They are qualified rather than absolute, remaining subject to Reasonable Restrictions 

under Article 19(2) like public order and national security.  
• Emergency Safeguards: Suspended during a National Emergency, with the absolute exception of Articles 

20 and 21 which cannot be suspended under any circumstance.  
• Dual Scope: Act vertically against state oppression (e.g., Article 14) and horizontally against social evils 

practiced by private individuals (e.g., Articles 17 and 23). 

Landmark Judicial Benchmarks & Interpretations 

• A.K. Gopalan v. State of Madras (1950): Applied a narrow, literal interpretation of Article 21, focusing 
strictly on text-bound 'procedure established by law'. 

• Maneka Gandhi v. Union of India (1978): Overruled Gopalan, introducing the concept of substantive 'due 
process of law' and making life and liberty interpretations broad, just, and humane. 

• K.S. Puttaswamy v. Union of India (2017): Declared the right to privacy an inherent, unalterable part of 
life and personal liberty under Article 21 framework. 
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Significance 

• Bedrock of Political Democracy: They prevent the rise of authoritarian regimes by safeguarding 
individual civil liberties against state encroachment. 

• Protection of Personal Liberty: They secure the essential freedoms needed for the material, intellectual, 
and moral advancement of every citizen. 

• Implementation of the Rule of Law: They establish a legal system where laws govern rather than 
individuals, ensuring that state power is exercised predictably. 

• Safeguard for Minority Communities: They prevent majoritarian overreach by preserving the distinct 
cultural, religious, and educational rights of minority groups. 

• Catalyst for Dismantling Social Inequities: Articles 15, 16, and 17 work to eliminate deep-rooted caste-
based discrimination, providing a path toward true social equity. 

Criticism 

• Burdened by Excessive Restrictions: The rights are accompanied by long, complex lists of exceptions and 
qualifications that can lessen their practical impact. 

• Omission of Socio-Economic Protections: The text focuses on political liberties but omits essential 
economic rights like guaranteed employment or housing. 

• Inclusion of Preventive Detention: The inclusion of preventive detention within Article 22 can 
compromise personal liberty and is susceptible to administrative misuse. 

• Prohibitive Cost of Judicial Remedies: Seeking legal remedies through Article 32 or 226 remains too 
costly and complex for disadvantaged citizens. 

Way Forward 

• Explicit Inclusion of Digital Rights: The judiciary must continue to expand Part III to explicitly safeguard 
data privacy and internet access in an increasingly digital world. 

• Broadening the Reach of Free Legal Aid: The state should strengthen legal aid programs to ensure 
marginalized populations can effectively enforce their constitutional rights. 

• Preventing the Misuse of Security Laws: Stricter guidelines must be enforced on preventive detention 
and state security laws to prevent their use against peaceful dissent. 

Contemporary Relevance 

• Digital Freedom (2024-2026): Ongoing debates over internet shutdowns and digital speech regulations 
test the boundaries of Article 19 freedoms. 

• Data Privacy Enforcements: Implementing the Digital Personal Data Protection framework requires 
balancing state surveillance needs with individual privacy rights. 

• Social Equity Demands: Expanding reservation models beyond traditional limits tests the judicial balance 
between Article 15 and Article 16. 

Conclusion 

Fundamental Rights are the core of individual freedom in India, preserving personal dignity and ensuring that state 
power remains limited by justice. 

“Fundamental Rights represent the claims of the individual against the state, foundational to any 
civilized society.” — Justice P.N. Bhagwati (Maneka Gandhi Case) 
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Article 21’s interpretation & Expansion of Right to Life 

• From "Procedure" to "Due Process" (Maneka Gandhi, 1978): Shifted the benchmark from literal 
adherence to law to requiring that state actions must be "just, fair, and reasonable." 

• From Survival to Dignity (Francis Coralie, 1981): Upgraded the definition of "life" from mere animal 
existence to a meaningful life lived with human dignity and basic necessities. 

• Socio-Economic & Environmental Rights: Integrated with DPSPs to secure the Right to Livelihood (Olga 
Tellis) and the Right to a Clean Environment/Health (M.C. Mehta). 

• Privacy & Personal Autonomy (Puttaswamy, 2017): Declared privacy an intrinsic right, protecting 
bodily integrity, data privacy, and individual choice (e.g., decriminalization of Section 377). 

• Access to Justice: Secured structural safeguards including the Right to a Speedy Trial (Hussainara 
Khatoon) and Free Legal Aid for the marginalized. 

 
Bihar Perspective 

In the landmark case State of Bihar v. Kameshwar Singh (1952), the Supreme Court balanced the Right to 
Property against progressive land reform laws in Bihar. This legal tension directly contributed to the passage of 
the First Constitutional Amendment. 
 

 
BPSC PYQ ANALYSIS 

• 56th-59th BPSC: Discuss the Fundamental Rights guaranteed by the Indian Constituiton. How Article 
21’s interpretation of justice has expanded its cope of Right to Life. 

• 65th BPSC: Do you agree with the view that our Constitution has given Fundamental Rights by one hand 
and taken them back by another hand? 

• 70th BPSC: Article-32 is the "Heart and Soul of the Constitution of India". Explain. 
 

QUICK REVISION SHEET 

Category Key Points / Analytical Pillars 
Key Articles Articles 12-35, 226 (High Court Writ Jurisdiction) 
Landmark Cases A.K. Gopalan (1950), Maneka Gandhi (1978), K.S. Puttaswamy (2017) 

Bihar Cases State of Bihar v. Kameshwar Singh (1952), Hussainara Khatoon (1979) 

Core Focus Justiciability, Counter-Majoritarian Check, Due Process of Law 
Keywords Magna Carta, Reasonable Restrictions, Living Liberty, Writ Jurisprudence 
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1.3. Directive Principles of State Policy (DPSPs) 

 
Introduction 
Part IV contains the Directive 
Principles of State Policy, 
which serve as a 
comprehensive operational 
manual for achieving social 
and economic democracy in 
India. 

“The Directive 
Principles are novel 
features of the Indian 
Constitution.” — Dr. 
B.R. Ambedkar 

Constitutional & Legal 
Framework 

• Socialistic Principles (Articles 38, 39, 39A, 41, 42, 43): Aims to minimise income gaps, secure fair 
wages, ensure equal justice, and distribute material wealth equitably. 

• Gandhian Principles (Articles 40, 43, 43B, 46, 47, 48): Focuses on organising village panchayats, 
promoting cottage industries, and banning harmful intoxicants. 

• Liberal-Intellectual Framework (Articles 44, 45, 48A, 49, 50, 51): Directs the state to pursue a Uniform 
Civil Code, protect the environment, and separate the judiciary from the executive. 

Features 
• Non-Justiciable Standing: Enforced through Article 37 as non-binding in courts, relying on political 

accountability and public resources rather than legal mandates. 
• Positive Governance Mandates: Unlike Fundamental Rights (which act as negative limits on the state), 

DPSPs place positive obligations on the state to create proactive welfare laws. 
• Fundamental to National Policy: Stated explicitly as core pillars for creating legislative codes, guiding 

long-term development plans and social security actions. 
• Dynamic Policy Guide: Acts as an ongoing yardstick for consecutive governments, ensuring structural 

continuity in socio-economic programming across shifting political lines. 

Judicial Harmony & Balancing Precedents 
• State of Madras v. Champakam Dorairajan (1951): Ruled that DPSPs are strictly secondary to 

Fundamental Rights and must yield to Part III protections in case of conflict. 
• Minerva Mills v. Union of India (1980): Established that the Indian Constitution rests on the absolute 

harmony and balance between Fundamental Rights and Directive Principles. 

Significance 
• Blueprint for a Welfare State: They guide the nation away from a colonial police state toward an 

inclusive, proactive welfare collective. 
• Evaluative Standard for the Judiciary: Courts routinely use DPSPs to evaluate the constitutionality of 

laws, harmonizing them with Fundamental Rights. 
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• Continuity in National Governance: They offer a stable set of socio-economic priorities that successive 
governments must follow, regardless of shifting political views. 

• Realization of Socio-Economic Rights: They expand democracy by prioritizing economic justice, fair 
resource distribution, and labor welfare. 

• Framework for Political Accountability: They give voters a clear framework to assess whether a 
government has successfully passed effective welfare legislation. 

Criticism 
• Lack of Enforceable Legal Power: Because they lack legal enforceability, critics argue they function as 

little more than expressions of good intentions. 
• Fragmented and Illogical Organization: Sir Ivor Jennings observed that the directives are not organized 

under a clear, unified, or scientific philosophical structure. 
• Potential for Constitutional Friction: Pursuing these principles has historically led to tension between 

Parliament and the judiciary over whether welfare laws can limit individual rights. 
• Reliance on Outdated Assumptions: Some critics suggest that certain directives reflect early 20th-

century economic views that can conflict with a modern, globalized economy. 

Way Forward 
• Gradual Evolution into Statutory Rights: The state should systematically turn these non-justiciable 

principles into statutory rights as administrative capacity expands. 
• Consensus-Driven Approach to Uniform Civil Code: Article 44 should be approached carefully, using 

inclusive, cross-community dialogue to build consensus on a Uniform Civil Code. 
• Establishing Welfare Impact Audits: Governments should establish regular impact audits to measure 

how effectively welfare programs deliver on DPSP goals. 

SAMPLE



 

                                                                
 WWW.XIAS.IN                                                              CALL : 8287115435                                       Join Telegram: https://t.me/x_ias  
 

    X IAS  NOTES                                                                                                                                                        © X IAS               WWW.XIAS.IN 

Contemporary Relevance 
• Uniform Civil Code Debates: Shifting focus toward creating balanced, modern family laws across all 

communities under Article 44 goals. 
• Green Initiatives: Expanding the *Jal-Jeevan-Hariyali* mission to meet environmental targets set by 

Article 48A. 
• Gig Worker Welfare: Creating social security frameworks for informal workers to satisfy the fair labor 

goals of Article 43. 

Conclusion 
The Directive Principles serve as the social conscience of the state, ensuring that economic development translates 
into meaningful equity. 

“The Directive Principles are aimed at furthering the goals of the social revolution.” — Granville 
Austin 

Bihar Perspective 
Bihar actively implemented Article 47 (raising public health and nutrition levels) by introducing a strict total 
prohibition policy on alcohol in 2016, demonstrating how state-level legislation can fulfill Gandhian social 
principles. 

 
BPSC PYQ ANALYSIS 

• 40th BPSC: Discuss the Directive Principles of State Policy contained in the Constitution of India and 
state its importance. 

• 53rd-55th BPSC: Describe the various Directive Principles and how they were implemented in Bihar 
after 1950. 

• 68 th BPSC: The positive direction in the constitution of India are as a charter of social and economic 
democracy in the country. Explain with examples. 

 

QUICK REVISION SHEET 

Category Key Points / Analytical Pillars 
Key Articles Articles 36-51, Article 37 (Non-justiciability framework) 
Landmark Cases Champakam Dorairajan (1951), Minerva Mills (1980), Olga Tellis (1985) 

Bihar Examples Total Alcohol Prohibition (2016), 50% reservation for women in local panchayats 

Core Value Socio-Economic Democracy, Welfare State Mandates 
Keywords Instrument of Instructions, Positive Obligations, Social Conscience, Living Balance 
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1.4. Fundamental Duties 

Introduction 
Added via the 42nd Amendment on 
the recommendation of the Swaran 
Singh Committee, Part IV-A outlines 
the core civic and moral obligations of 
every citizen. 

“The true source of rights is 
duty. If we all discharge our 
duties, rights will not be far to 
seek.” — Mahatma Gandhi 

Features 
• Exclusive Citizen Focus: 

These duties apply exclusively to the citizens of India and do not extend to foreign nationals, residents, or 
temporary visitors. 

• Non-Justiciable Legal Code: Lacks direct penal consequences within the text; requires separate, explicit 
parliamentary laws to enforce specific penalties for violations. 

• Interpretative Aid for Courts: Used by the higher judiciary to evaluate constitutional validity and assess 
whether administrative limits placed on basic freedoms are reasonable. 

• Codification of Indian Ethos: Brings together moral duties and civic tasks, drawing on traditional Indian 
ethics and historical values of shared responsibility. 

Judicial Insights & Enforceability Benchmarks 
• AIIMS Students Union v. AIIMS (2002): Ruled that fundamental duties carry equal structural weight to 

directive principles and apply to all public and state educational institutions. 
• Aruna Roy v. Union of India (2002): Upheld educational policies designed to teach core civic values, 

human rights, and mutual respect across national schools. 
• Shyam Narayan Chouksey v. UoI (2018): Clarified rules regarding respect for the national anthem, 

balancing public duties with individual civil liberties. 

Significance 
• Reminder of Civic Responsibility: They remind citizens that individual rights coexist with shared 

responsibilities to the community. 
• Warning Against Anti-Social Actions: They serve as a legal warning against damaging public property, 

disrupting social harmony, or harming national unity. 
• Aid in Determining Legal Validity: The judiciary looks to these duties to evaluate whether restrictions 

placed on fundamental liberties are reasonable. 
• Cultivating Active Patriotism: They encourage active civic involvement, motivating citizens to participate 

directly in national development. 
• Counterbalance to Individualistic Rights: They balance the individualistic focus of Part III by 

emphasising our collective duties to the nation. SAMPLE
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Criticism 
• Absence of Penal Sanctions: Without associated legal penalties for non-compliance, critics argue that 

these duties remain largely symbolic. 
• Omission of Core Modern Obligations: Crucial civic duties, such as paying taxes, voting in elections, and 

family planning, were omitted from the final text. 
• Vague and Abstract Terminology: Phrases like 'scientific temper', 'humanism', and 'composite culture' 

are abstract and open to interpretation by the public. 
• Redundant Constitutional Inclusion: Critics note that responsible citizens naturally fulfil these actions, 

making their formal inclusion in the Constitution redundant. 

Way Forward 
• Introducing Selective Statutory Enforcement: Parliament should back specific duties, like environmental 

preservation, with carefully tailored statutory penalties for clear violations. 
• Integrating Civic Ethics in Education: Educational institutions should integrate these duties into school 

curricula to instil civic responsibility from an early age. 
• Expanding the List to Include Modern Civic Duties: The list should be updated through a constitutional 

amendment to include modern responsibilities like tax compliance and voting. 

Contemporary Relevance 
• Promoting Scientific Temper: Encouraging digital literacy and scientific thinking while countering 

misinformation across social platforms. 
• Climate Adaptation Actions: Engaging local communities in sustainable farming and water conservation 

to meet environmental duties. 
• Protecting Public Space: Balancing the right to peaceful protest with the civic duty to safeguard public 

infrastructure during demonstrations. 

Conclusion 
Fundamental Duties provide a necessary balance to rights, helping build a responsible and disciplined citizenry 
essential for a strong democracy. 

“Fundamental duties are imperative to build a responsible, disciplined, and progressive civic society.” 
— Justice J.S. Verma Committee 

 
Bihar Perspective 

Bihar's state-wide 'Jal-Jeevan-Hariyali' mission—focused on restoring traditional water bodies and driving 
large-scale tree planting—is a clear example of state policy supporting Article 51A(g), which requires citizens to 
protect the environment. 

 
BPSC PYQ ANALYSIS 

39th BPSC: Mention the Fundamental Duties as written in the Indian Constitution. 
 

 

QUICK REVISION SHEET 

Category Key Points / Analytical Pillars 
SAMPLE
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Key Article Article 51A (11 unique duties included) 
Landmark Cases AIIMS Students Union (2002), Aruna Roy (2002), Shyam Narayan Chouksey (2018) 

Committees Swaran Singh Committee (1976), Verma Committee (1999) 
Bihar Examples *Jal-Jeevan-Hariyali* eco-mission, heritage preservation at Nalanda and Bodhgaya 

Keywords Civic Responsibilities, Moral Obligations, Scientific Temper, Balanced Citizenship 
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1.5. Basic Structure Doctrine 

Introduction 
The Basic Structure Doctrine is a milestone 
judicial innovation ensuring that the core 
identity of the Constitution is never destroyed 
by legislative overreach. 

“The power to amend is not the power to 
destroy the fundamental identity of the 
Constitution.” — Justice H.R. Khanna 
(Kesavananda Case) 

Evolution 
• Shankari Prasad v. UoI (1951) & 

Sajjan Singh (1965): Granted 
Parliament unlimited authority to amend any part of the text, including Part III civil rights. 

• Golaknath v. State of Punjab (1967): Reversed earlier logic, stating that Fundamental Rights are 
protected and cannot be altered or removed via Article 368. 

• Kesavananda Bharati v. State of Kerala (1973): Established a middle path: Parliament can amend any 
part of the text, provided it preserves its core Basic Structure identity. 

• Indira Gandhi v. Raj Narain (1975): Confirmed that free and fair elections and independent judicial 
review are unalterable basic structural elements. 

• Minerva Mills v. Union of India (1980): Ruled that the limited nature of Parliament's amending power is 
itself a basic element of the structural design. 

• Waman Rao (1981): No retrospective application of basic structure doctrine 
• SR Bommai v. Union of India (1994): Explicitly declared Secularism and Federalism as foundational 

pillars of the basic structure framework. 

Elements of Basic Structure 
• Supremacy of Constitution 
• Republican and democratic forms of government 
• Secular character of the Constitution 
• Separation of powers 
• Federal character of the Constitution (SR Bommai) 
• Unity and integrity of India 
• Sovereignty 
• Independence of the judiciary 
• Free and fair elections 
• Limited power of Parliament to amend 
• Rule of law 
• Judicial review 

Significance 
• Preservation of Constitutional Identity: It protects the fundamental character of the state from being 

dismantled by a temporary legislative majority. 
• Check on Executive and Legislative Overreach: It prevents a ruling party from turning a democratic 
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system into an authoritarian regime through constitutional amendments. 
• Protection of the Separation of Powers: It maintains the balance of power among the legislature, 

executive, and judiciary, preserving judicial independence. 
• Maintenance of an Organic Framework: It keeps the Constitution living and dynamic while anchoring it 

firmly to its foundational principles. 
• Safeguarding Judicial Review: It ensures that judicial review remains an unalterable feature, keeping the 

Supreme Court as the final interpreter of law. 

Criticism 
• Lack of an Explicit Textual Basis: The term 'Basic Structure' does not appear anywhere in the written text 

of the Constitution, making it a purely judicial creation. 
• Infringement on Democratic Sovereignty: It gives unelected judges the power to strike down 

amendments passed by a democratically elected Parliament. 
• Subjective and Ever-Changing Definition: The doctrine remains open-ended and undefined, which can 

lead to subjective interpretations by different benches. 
• Risk of Judicial Overreach: Critics argue it provides an expansive toolkit for courts to intervene in matters 

that belong to policy-makers. 

Way Forward 
• Exercising Careful Judicial Self-Restraint: The Supreme Court should practice judicial self-restraint, 

invoking this doctrine only when there is a clear threat to democracy. 
• Developing a Consistent Interpretive Framework: A larger constitutional bench should establish a 

clearer illustrative framework to bring greater predictability to the doctrine. 
• Fostering Respectful Inter-Institutional Dialogue: Parliament and the judiciary must maintain an open 

dialogue that respects each other's constitutional boundaries. 

Contemporary Relevance 
• Judicial Appointments: Debates over selection processes emphasize the need to protect independent 

courts as a basic structural feature. 
• Reviewing the Ninth Schedule: Applying the *I.R. Coelho* ruling ensures that all laws placed in the Ninth 

Schedule respect basic structural values. 
• Asymmetric Federalism: Managing special provisions for distinct states while preserving the core federal 

identity of the nation. 

Conclusion 
The Basic Structure Doctrine serves as an essential safety valve, ensuring that the Constitution's core values 
remain protected over time. 

“The Basic Structure is the anchor of our democracy; without it, the Constitution would be a plaything 
of politicians.” — N.A. Palkhivala 

 
Bihar Perspective 

In cases like Waman Rao v. Union of India, which reviewed the validity of the Ninth Schedule, agrarian land 
ceiling laws passed by Bihar were evaluated within this basic structure framework to ensure they respected 
fundamental principles. 
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BPSC PYQ ANALYSIS 
63 rd BPSC: Examine seriously the principle of basic structure approved by the Supreme Court of India. 
68th BPSC: In the wake of its criticism by the Vice-President of India recently, critically examine the doctrine of 
basic structure given by the Supreme Court of India half a century ago. Do you think this debate will prove to be 
a point of clash between the executive and the judiciary in the near future? Give arguments. 
69th BPSC: Critically examine the basic structure theory regarding the Indian Constitution. 

QUICK REVISION SHEET 

Category Key Points / Analytical Pillars 
Key Catalyst Property rights disputes, 24th & 25th Amendments, 13-Judge Bench (1973) 

Landmark Cases Golaknath (1967), Kesavananda (1973), Minerva Mills (1980), I.R. Coelho (2007) 

Core Features Separation of Powers, Judicial Review, Secularism, Rule of Law 
Bihar Impact Land reform challenges that led to the creation and eventual review of the Ninth 

Schedule 
Keywords Constitutional Identity, Counter-Majoritarian Check, Judicial Shield, Implied Limits 
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1.6. Constitutional Amendment 

Introduction 
Article 368 in Part XX outlines the 
mechanism for constitutional 
amendments, reflecting a fine balance 
between permanence and flexibility. 

“If you make a Constitution rigid 
and permanent, you stop a nation’s 
growth, the growth of a vital, 
living people.” — Jawaharlal 
Nehru 

Types 

• Simple Majority of Parliament: 
Requires only a simple majority of members present and voting, similar to ordinary lawmaking (e.g., 
changing state boundaries). 

• Special Majority of Parliament: Requires a two-thirds majority of members present and voting, along 
with a majority of the total membership of each House (e.g., altering FRs or DPSPs). 

• Special Majority with State Ratification: Requires a special majority in Parliament plus formal 
ratification by at least half of the state legislatures (e.g., altering federal structures). 

Procedure 
• Introduction: Can be introduced in either House of Parliament by either a minister or a private member. 
• Prior Sanction: Does not require prior permission of the President. 
• Separate Passage: Must be passed by each House separately to ensure independent scrutiny. 
• No Joint Sitting: The Constitution does not provide for a joint sitting to resolve any disagreements 

between the two Houses. 
• Mandatory Assent: Once passed by both Houses (and ratified by states if required), the President must 

give assent; they cannot withhold it or return the bill, as mandated by the 24th Constitutional Amendment. 
. 
Judicial decisions  

• Golaknath v. State of Punjab (1967): Ruled that Article 368 only contains the procedure for amendments, 
meaning Parliament lacked power to remove fundamental civil liberties. 

• Kesavananda Bharati v. State of Kerala (1973): Clarified that Article 368 contains both power and 
procedure, but limits amendments to preserving the basic structure framework. 

• Minerva Mills v. Union of India (1980): Struck down sections of the 42nd Amendment that attempted to 
grant Parliament unlimited amending authority, preserving higher judicial review. 

Significance 

• Balance Between Stability and Change: It keeps the document stable while allowing it to adapt, 
preventing it from breaking under changing social pressures. 

• Keeps the Constitution Dynamic: It allows our legal framework to evolve alongside new economic, social, 
and technological realities. 

• Resolution of Historical Anomalies: It provides a peaceful mechanism to resolve historical anomalies, 
such as updating land boundaries with neighbouring countries. 
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• Accommodation of Regional Aspirations: It allows the state to introduce special provisions tailored to 
underdeveloped regions, supporting balanced national growth. 

• Prevention of Radical Structural Breakdowns: By offering a clear, legal path for systemic change, it 
removes the need for disruptive, extra-legal political updates. 

Criticism 

• No Provision for a Constitutional Convention: Unlike the United States, India lacks a separate 
constitutional convention mechanism, combining legislative and constituent powers. 

• Concentration of Initiative in Parliament: State assemblies have no power to initiate or formally propose 
an amendment bill to the federal text. 

• Vulnerability to Inter-House Deadlocks: The lack of a joint sitting mechanism means an amendment bill 
can easily be blocked if the two Houses disagree. 

• No Timelines for State Ratification: The text fails to set a clear time limit within which state legislatures 
must ratify or reject a federal amendment. 

Way Forward 

• Allowing States to Propose Amendments: The framework should be updated to allow state assemblies to 
formally propose amendments on specific federal matters. 

• Setting Fixed Timelines for State Ratification: Article 368 should include a reasonable, fixed timeline for 
state assemblies to vote on ratification bills. 

• Mandatory Public Consultation for Major Updates: Far-reaching amendments should undergo a pre-
legislative public scrutiny phase to build broad social consensus. 

Contemporary Relevance 
• Simultaneous Elections: Evaluating the procedural and federal consent requirements needed to 

implement a 'One Nation, One Election' model. 
• Expanding Seat Allocations: Managing upcoming constituency boundary changes while preserving fair 

political representation for all states. 
• Socio-Economic Quotas: Refining and testing the limits of targeted reservation updates within basic 

constitutional boundaries. 

Conclusion 

The amendment process ensures the Constitution can grow alongside the nation, keeping it relevant for future 
generations. 

“The Assembly has not laid down a rigid seal. It has provided a facility for amending the Constitution 
without complex procedures.” — Dr. B.R. Ambedkar 

 
Bihar Perspective 

The Bihar Legislative Assembly demonstrated this federal cooperation by quickly ratifying the 101st 
Constitutional Amendment Bill (GST Act) and promptly implementing the 103rd Amendment (EWS 
Reservation). 

 
BPSC PYQ ANALYSIS 

69th BPSC: Critically describe about the amendment process of the Indian Constitution. 
 SAMPLE
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QUICK REVISION SHEET 

Category Key Points / Analytical Pillars 
Key Article Article 368 (Part XX) 
Landmark Cases Shankari Prasad (1951), Golaknath (1967), Kesavananda (1973), Minerva Mills 

(1980) 
Procedural Traits No joint sittings permitted; mandatory presidential assent required 
Bihar Impact Rapid ratification of the 101st (GST) and 103rd (EWS) Amendments by the state 

assembly 
Keywords Rigidity vs Flexibility, Constituent Power, Federal Consent, Living Democracy 
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1.7. Constitutionalism 

Introduction 
Constitutionalism is a political philosophy 
holding that governmental authority must 
be limited by a system of fundamental 
laws to prevent arbitrary rule. 

“Constitutionalism is a limitation of 
power; it is the antithesis of 
arbitrary rule.” — Charles 
McIlwain 

Meaning & Explanation 
Constitutionalism means 'limited 
government.' It stands for the principle 
that institutional power is not absolute. A nation may have a constitution but still lack constitutionalism if the 
government acts without restraint. It requires functional checks and balances, clear separation of powers, an 
independent judiciary, and robust protections for individual liberties to ensure the state remains accountable to 
the law. 

Constitutionalism in India 
Indian constitutionalism is reflected through: 

• Rule of Law  
• Judicial Review  
• Separation of Powers  
• Fundamental Rights  
• Free and fair elections  
• Federalism  
• Accountability institutions  

The Supreme Court has repeatedly emphasised constitutional morality and constitutional governance. 

Judicial Decisions 
• State of Karnataka v. Union of India (1978): Confirmed that the rule of law and limited government are 

essential to the nation's political structure and cannot be removed. 
• Rameshwar Prasad v. Union of India (2006): Struck down an arbitrary executive dissolution of the Bihar 

Assembly, reinforcing strict limits on executive discretion. 
• I.R. Coelho v. State of Tamil Nadu (2007): Ruled that the limited nature of Parliament's amending power 

is a key element of constitutionalism, subject to complete judicial review. 
 

Constitution Constitutionalism 
A document/set of rules governing the state Philosophy/principle that the government must follow 

constitutional limits 
Can exist without constitutionalism (authoritarian 
states have constitutions) 

Constitutionalism requires the rule of law, the 
separation of powers, and fundamental rights 

Text — written or unwritten Spirit — lived practice of limited government 
India has a written Constitution India's constitutionalism is tested through judicial SAMPLE
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review, elections, and federalism 

Significance 
• Defense Against Authoritarian Rule: It distributes power across institutions, preventing dictatorial 

control and checking authoritarian tendencies. 
• Protection of Individual Liberties: By restricting arbitrary state intervention, it preserves a secure space 

for personal freedom. 
• Stability and Predictability: It ensures that governance follows established legal rules rather than the 

shifting preferences of rulers. 
• Maintenance of Public Trust: It builds public confidence in democratic institutions by ensuring officials 

remain legally accountable. 
• Peaceful Conflict Resolution: It provides structured, peaceful forums like courts and assemblies to 

resolve social disputes, avoiding unrest. 

Criticism 
• Risk of Administrative and Policy Delays: An extensive network of checks and balances can slow down 

decision-making, occasionally causing policy paralysis. 
• Vulnerability to Majoritarian Subversion: A political executive with a large legislative majority can find 

ways to bypass or weaken institutional limits. 
• Historically Elite-Centric Core: Critics argue that traditional constitutionalism can prioritize elite 

property rights over immediate, radical welfare needs. 
• Constraints on Emergency Responses: During sudden crises, strict adherence to procedural limits can 

delay the quick, decisive actions needed. 

Contemporary Relevance 
• Independent Institutions: Ensuring regulatory bodies and oversight agencies remain free from arbitrary 

political interference. 
• Protecting Civic Space: Preserving room for peaceful public dissent and free expression as vital checks on 

state authority. 
• Digital Freedom Safeguards: Creating legal limits on state surveillance and facial recognition programs to 

protect personal privacy. 
• Misuse of constitutional offices  
• Ordinance culture  
• Criminalisation of politics  
• Defection politics  
• Weakening of legislative debate  
• Excessive centralisation  
• Politicisation of institutions  

Conclusion 
Constitutionalism ensures that political power remains bound by justice, serving as a vital safeguard for a free and 
fair society. 

“Constitutionalism is the art of governing without tyranny, transforming raw political power into 
lawful authority.” — Professor Upendra Baxi 

 
Bihar Perspective SAMPLE
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The institutional focus in Bihar to strengthen the Rule of Law, improve administrative compliance, and minimise 
arbitrary political interference reflects a practical commitment to constitutionalism. 

 
BPSC PYQ ANALYSIS 

63 rd BPSC: What is the difference between the Constitution and Constitutionalism 
 

QUICK REVISION SHEET 

Category Key Points / Analytical Pillars 
Core Philosophy Limited Government, Antithesis of Arbitrary Rule, Rule of Law 
Landmark Cases Rameshwar Prasad (2006), I.R. Coelho (2007), Minerva Mills (1980) 
Core Pillars Separation of Powers, Independent Courts, Fundamental Rights 
Bihar Impact The *Rameshwar Prasad* ruling successfully blocked the arbitrary executive 

dissolution of the state assembly 
Keywords Limited Government, Institutional Equilibrium, Substantive Justice, Checks and 

Balances 
  

SAMPLE
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1.8. Constitutional Morality 

Introduction: 
Constitutional morality refers to a 
deep commitment to the core values 
of the Constitution—such as liberty, 
equality, justice, and pluralism—over 
popular or majoritarian moral views. 
Originally coined by historian George 
Grote, it was introduced to the 
Constituent Assembly by Dr B.R. 
Ambedkar to emphasise that 
democracy requires a shared culture 
of self-restraint and civic 
responsibility. 

“Constitutional morality is not a natural sentiment. It has to be cultivated.” — Dr B.R. Ambedkar 

Some Elements of Constitutional Morality 
• Rule of Law 
• Justice, Liberty, Equality & Fraternity 
• Social Justice 
• Due Process of Law 

Judicial Decisions 
• Manoj Narula: Defined Constitutional morality as “Bowing down to the norms of Constitutions and not 

acting in a manner that would be violative of the Rule of Law.” 
• Navtej Singh Johar v. Union of India (2018): Decriminalized consensual relationships, ruling explicitly 

that constitutional morality must completely overrule deep-rooted popular prejudice; Made distinction 
between constitutional and public morality. 

• Joseph Shine v. Union of India (2018): Struck down outdated, gender-biased laws to protect structural 
gender equality and individual autonomy under Article 14 and 21; Noted that Constitutional morality must 
guide the law and not the common morality of the state. 

• Sabarimala Temple Case (2018): Ruled that the core right to equality under Article 14 takes complete 
precedence over exclusionary traditional religious customs. 

Significance 

• Guide for Resolving Ethical Dilemmas: It provides a principles-based framework to help administrators 
resolve complex ethical dilemmas in governance. 

• Protection of Minority and Marginalized Groups: It shields vulnerable minorities from being 
overwhelmed by the moral or cultural preferences of the majority. 

• Support for Progressive Judicial Interpretation: It allows courts to expand rights by focusing on 
constitutional values rather than social conventions. 

• Prevention of Institutional Subversion: It obligates public officials to act with institutional restraint, 
transparency, and deep integrity. 

• Bridge Between Law and Justice: It ensures that laws are executed in harmony with their egalitarian 
spirit, going beyond literal text to deliver true fairness. 

SAMPLE
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• Mangalyaan planetary success - India remarkably became the first nation to successfully place a 
functional satellite in Martian orbit during its maiden interplanetary attempt. 

• Astrosat astronomical observatory - Launched India's first dedicated multi-wavelength space 
observatory to study complex distant celestial sources and supermassive black holes. 

• Chandrayaan-3 lunar landing - Perfectly executed a highly historic soft landing on the uncharted lunar 
south pole, cementing India's status as a space superpower. 

• Aditya-L1 solar exploration - Successfully positioned in the complex halo orbit to continuously study the 
solar corona, solar winds, and dangerous coronal mass ejections. 

Future Missions 
• Gaganyaan human spaceflight - Aims to safely launch indigenous Indian astronauts to Low Earth Orbit, 

establishing human spaceflight capabilities independently by ISRO. 
• NISAR radar satellite - A highly advanced joint Earth-observing mission with NASA to map complex global 

environmental changes and dangerous natural hazards comprehensively. 
• Shukrayaan Venus orbiter - An ambitious planned interplanetary mission to extensively study the toxic 

Venusian atmosphere and its complex geological surface characteristics. 
• Chandrayaan-4 sample return - A highly complex future mission designed to successfully collect lunar 

soil samples and return them safely back to Earth. 
• Bharatiya Antariksha Station - The highly visionary project to successfully establish an independent, 

modular Indian space station in Low Earth Orbit by 2035. 

Role of Space Research in India's Progress 
• Bridging digital divides - Satellite broadband seamlessly connects incredibly remote rural populations to 

modern e-governance, telemedicine, and digital education platforms. 
• Disaster risk reduction - Real-time satellite surveillance allows administrative bodies to pre-emptively 

evacuate millions safely before severe cyclones hit vulnerable coastlines. 
• Driving deep-tech innovation - ISRO's rigorous demands foster the domestic development of advanced 

aerospace materials, complex electronics, and sophisticated software engineering ecosystems. 
• Boosting national economy - Commercial satellite launches and the booming private space startup 

ecosystem actively generate massive foreign exchange and high-skill employment. 
• Enhancing strategic security - Dedicated military satellites provide the armed forces with vital encrypted 

communications and real-time intelligence gathering capabilities across borders. 

Conclusion 
Space research and exploration remain the absolute cornerstone of India's technological sovereignty, promising 
unprecedented economic growth and robust national security in the 21st century. 

 
Value Addition 

Data: India's space economy is valued at ~$8 billion, projected to reach a massive $44 billion by 2033. 
Keywords: IN-SPACe, NavIC, Gaganyaan, Space Diplomacy, NSIL, Cryogenic Engines. 

 
BPSC PYQs 

Discuss the achievements of ISRO in the field of space technology. (66th BPSC) 
What is the role of space technology in India's socio-economic development? (65th BPSC) 
  SAMPLE
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13. Cybersecurity 

Introduction 
Cybersecurity entails the critical protection of internet-connected systems, including hardware, software, and 
highly sensitive data, from increasingly sophisticated and malicious digital attacks globally. 

Types of Cyber Crimes  
● Phishing and social 

engineering - Attackers 
deceptively manipulate 
vulnerable individuals into 
willingly revealing highly 
sensitive personal 
information like 
passwords and critical 
banking credentials. 

● Ransomware data 
extortion - Malicious 
software strongly encrypts 
victim data, aggressively 
demanding heavy financial 
ransoms in untraceable 
cryptocurrency to restore critical system access. 

● DDoS network attacks - Distributed Denial of Service overwhelms critical target servers with massive fake 
traffic, rendering essential public and financial websites totally inaccessible. 

● State-sponsored cyber espionage - Hostile nation-states actively deploy Advanced Persistent Threats (APTs) 
to stealthily infiltrate and steal highly classified military and industrial intelligence. 

● Financial malware trojans - Sophisticated viruses silently infiltrate secure banking networks to illegally 
divert massive funds and clone millions of customer credit cards globally. 

Challenges 
● Evolving threat sophistication - Cybercriminals constantly utilize advanced AI and machine learning to 

rapidly generate highly complex, unidentifiable zero-day malware attacks. 
● Severe talent shortage - India faces a critical deficit of certified cybersecurity professionals capable of actively 

defending highly complex national and corporate digital infrastructures. 
● Legacy system vulnerabilities - Critical public infrastructure like power grids often run on severely outdated 

software that completely lacks modern cryptographic security updates. 
● Jurisdictional legal hurdles - Cyber crimes are inherently borderless, making the international tracing, 

extradition, and prosecution of foreign hackers extremely difficult and slow. 
● Poor digital hygiene - A massive influx of newly digitized rural populations completely lacks basic cyber 

awareness, making them extremely susceptible to simple financial frauds. 

Steps Taken 
● CERT-In establishment - The Computer Emergency Response Team functions as the primary national nodal 

agency to rapidly respond to all major cyber security incidents. 
● NCIIPC infrastructure protection - Created specifically to comprehensively secure India's Critical 

Information Infrastructure spanning crucial sectors like power grids, aviation, and banking. 
SAMPLE
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● Cyber Swachhta Kendra - Launched as a dedicated Botnet Cleaning and Malware Analysis Centre to actively 
detect and eradicate malicious software from citizen devices. 

● I4C coordination center - The Indian Cyber Crime Coordination Centre provides a highly unified national 
platform for law enforcement to tackle complex cybercrimes comprehensively. 

Way Forward 
● Implement zero-trust architecture - Organizations must aggressively adopt strict zero-trust network 

protocols where every single user and device is continuously authenticated before granting access. 
● Draft comprehensive cyber laws - Update the IT Act immediately to formulate highly stringent, specialized 

cyber laws directly addressing modern threats like AI deepfakes and ransomware. 
● Foster global cyber diplomacy - India must actively lead international consortiums to successfully formulate 

universally binding cyber treaties defining the strict rules of digital engagement. 
● Invest in cyber capacity - Substantially fund specialized cyber command centers and actively integrate 

advanced ethical hacking into the national higher education curriculum natively. 
● Mandate security audits - Enforce strict periodic vulnerability assessments and mandatory penetration 

testing for all critical government portals and massive private financial institutions. 

Conclusion 
Establishing a highly resilient cybersecurity ecosystem is an absolute necessity to safeguard India's rapidly 
expanding digital economy and defend its critical national security interests. 

 
Value Addition 

Data: India witnessed over 13 lakh recorded cyber security incidents in 2022 according to CERT-In. 
Keywords: Zero-Trust Architecture, NCIIPC, CERT-In, Ransomware, Critical Information Infrastructure. 

 
BPSC PYQs 

What is cyber security? Discuss the challenges and steps taken by the Government of India to tackle cyber crimes. 
(64th BPSC) 
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